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EURODAIRY
a European thematic network for dairy farming

B A C K G R O U N D

E U R O D I A R Y  P A R T N E R S

EuroDairy is a Horizon 2020 thematic network to connect dairy farmers aiming to improve the 
performance of their farms. The project follows the interactive model of practice-based innovation. 
EuroDairy promotes the formation of a cross border network of 42 operational groups and in 
each partner country a network of innovating pilot farmers (120 in total).
EuroDairy facilitates intensive interactions so that innovations identifi ed in one country or region 
can be shared with another, via a range of media and easily accessible end-user materials.

O B J E C T I V E

EuroDairy focusses on four key topics aff ecting future sustainability of EU dairy farming: Socio-
economic resilience, Resource effi  ciency, Animal care and Biodiversity.
The challenge for EuroDairy is to: 

• accelerate the uptake of best practice; 
• capture and stimulate further innovative practices to provide solutions and facilitate more 

eff ective implementation;
• synthesize scientifi c and practice-based knowledge;
• produce end-user material;
• disseminate widely to European dairy farmers;
• identify end-user requirements for further R&D.

N E T W O R K

EuroDairy spans 14 member states, encompassing 40% of dairy farmers, 45% of cows and 
60% of European milk production. Twenty partners, well connected to industry, are drawn from
emerging as well as mature milk producing regions of Europe. Further collaborations, notably 
with European Dairy Farmers and regional partners, increase the impact of the network.

C O M M U N I C A T I O N

To infl uence maximum numbers of a diverse stakeholder community, EuroDairy implements a 
multi-layered communication plan. It combines tried and new approaches with innovative web-
based tools and social media. The communications engine within EuroDairy is an ‘open working 
lab’ (http://eurodairy.eu/the-eurodairy-network/). This collaborative tool is multi-actor centred, 
highly participatory and open sourced. Harnessing the ‘wisdom of crowds’ (dairy farmers, advisors 
and scientists) is expected to be an eff ective and innovative way to capture new and creative 
ideas from dairy farm practice, and aid the production and refi nement of end-user materials.

R E S O U R C E 
E F F I C I E N C Y  T H E M E

Effi  cient use of resources (e.g. feed, fertiliser, fossil fuel, land, water and labour) is one of the biggest 
challenges for dairy farming in Europe, directly aff ecting competitiveness, social acceptability 
and environmental sustainability. On EuroDairy pilot farms, N and P balances will be quantifi ed to 
establish current levels of performance. Feed and forage management strategies, and innovative 
technical approaches shown to improve nutrient effi  ciency, will be captured and demonstrated.

Hein Korevaar


